
Reception 

Year Overview 2019-2020 

Themes – 
Half 
Termly 

Theme 1 
Me, Family, 
Community 

Theme 2 
People who help 
us/Christmas and 
giving 

Theme 3 
Royals/ 
Traditional 
tales/Fairy Stories 

Theme 4 
Where we live 

Theme 5 
Space & Aliens 

Theme 6 
Bug/ Mini beasts 
(Summer 2) 

Theme 7 Under 
the sea/ Pirates – 
(Summer 2) 

Starting 
point 

All about me 
books from home 

Fire engine in the 
playground 

Fairy tale science 
experiments day 

Visits to local area  Alien crash 
landing 

Bug hunt in 
Upminster Park 

Bring in your 
favourite sea 
creature 

Week 1 - Body parts. 
Action games and 
songs 
- What I look like. 
Self Portraits 
- All about me 

- Community, 
important people 
- Explore different 
professions 

- Royal family 
- Buckingham 
Palace 
- Royal Homes 
- Royals around 
the world. 

Where do we live?  
What can we do 
here? 

- Aliens 
- Where could 
he come from?  
- Prior 
knowledge of 
space/planets.  

- Bug hotel – explore 
bugs/Habitats 
- Names of bugs 
Caterpillars arrive.  

Book: Rainbow 
Fish 
- Book study 
- Art work/display 

Week 2 - Self portraits 
- All about me 
books 
- Our senses 

In-depth look at: 
Fire fighter 
Police officer  
 
Visitors 

-Fantasy Royals 
- Role Play  
- Dragons, castles, 
palace, rescue.  
- Fairy tales 

Our favourite 
places to go (in 
the local area) 
How can we get 
there? 
 
 

- Planets 
- Art work and 
facts 

Book: Yucky worms 
- Worm facts 
- Fact files 
- Looking at varied 
info on bugs 
- Research – 
iPad/library/ 
computers 

- Under the sea 
creatures.  
- Fantasy 
good/bad 
- Real creature’s 
facts/info 
- Comparison 
- Story language 

Week 3 - Languages. 
Where am I from? 
 

In-depth look at: 
Doctor 
Paramedic 
Nurse 

- Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears  
- The gingerbread 
man 

Places we have 
visited that are far 
away  
What is the 
same/different?  

Book: Aliens 
love 
underpants 

- All about spiders 
- All about butterflies 

- Ships 
- Pirate ships 
- Making ships 
- Materials 



 - Floating/ sinking 
investigations 

Week 4 - My family 
- Who I live with  
- Pets 

In-depth look at:  
Teacher 
Vet 
Librarian 

Frozen  
Cinderella 

How do we get 
there? What do 
we need to bring 
with us?  

Book: Alien 
School  

- All about ants 
- All about bees (Bee 
Keeper visit?) 

- Maps, the world 
- Treasure maps 
- Tea staining 

Week 5 - What I like 
- Hobbies 
- Favourite things 

- Charities 
Giving to people 
less fortunate 
- Explore helping 
people. 
Xmas concert 
rehearsals to 
start.  

Little Red Riding 
Hood 
The Three little 
pigs 

Where would we 
like to go? Places 
that we have 
never been to 
before. 
  

Alien stories – 
children to 
create their 
own character.  

  
 

Week 6 - When I grow up I 
want to be…. 

- Preparing for 
Christmas 
(Decorating) 
- Christmas story 

Children’s choice Your dream place 
What would be 
there? 
How do you get to 
it?  
What is it like 
there?  

   

Week 7  - Christmas list 
- Christmas giving 
letter 

     

Week 8   - Biscuit making – 
one for you, one 
to give 

     

End of 
topic 
celebration 

Dress up as what 
you want to be 
when you grow 
up.  

Visit to elderly 
home to sing 
Christmas songs 

Tell a story to 
year 1/nursery 

Trip to… Space party Beekeeper visit Pirate day 

 


